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Jamshedpur: Ever left a roti
on a plate or your tiffin box
without thinking? Ever put a
leftover roti in the fridge to
throw it away days later when
it has become as hard as card-
board?

One roti canmake the dif-
ference between life and de-
ath, children from private
English medium schools in
Jamshedpur are learning
fromWednesday.

About 25 CBSE and ICSE
schools in the city have come
together to feed the poor thro-
ugh a unique initiative called
Roti. Once aweek, eachpartic-
ipating student of a cluster of
schools, decided by a roster, is
supposed to contribute two
rotis wrapped in aluminium
foil. Collecting the rotis, Help-
ing Hearts Foundation from
Wednesday will take them to
feed the poor.

Spearheaded by private
schools and Jamshedpur-bas-
ed outfit HelpingHearts Foun-
dation, the Roti initiative in-
volves all students across 25
schools in various parts of
Jamshedpur to help feed the
hungry.

All 25 schools have beendi-
vided according to the area
and route convenient forHelp-
ing Heart Foundation to col-
lect anddistribute it at various
points in the steel city.

OnWednesday, Kadma in-
stitutions DBMS English Sch-
ool; Jusco School; Baldwin
Farm Area High School and
Kerala Public School collected
chapatis from its students and
handed it over to Helping
Hearts Foundation that has
been feeding the hungry for
many years. The flagging off
ceremony took place at DBMS
English School.

Principal of DBMSEnglish
School, Rajani Shekhar, called
it a heart-warming project
from which affluent children
would learn lifelong lessons of
empathy and compassion.

“Weknewabout the organ-

isation as it has been working
in this area (of food distribu-
tion among the poor) for so
long. So, Jamshedpur schools
collectively thought of initiat-
ing this effort. For students
and their parents, two chap-
atis a week is negligible but
when 3,000 children per day
bring them, it is a huge collec-
tion and can feed many poor
people. Since it was for a good
cause, most of the schools got
together,” she said.

Shekhar added that com-
passion apart, the initiative
would teachurbankidsabasic
value, respect for food. “That’s
fundamental,” she said.

Helping Heart Foundation
has been helping on an aver-
age more than 2,500 hungry
people a day by collecting food
from eateries, restaurants and
parties for the past nine years.

Founder of Helping Hearts
Foundation, Ashok Ghosh,
thanked the schools. “I am re-
ally thankful to these schools
who helped me in this initia-
tive. I’d always felt that I could
have fed more hungry
mouths. Hopefully this step
will bea successandwewill be
able to feed more hungry peo-
ple,”Ghosh said.
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Sita Soren

Sita Soren
faces
FIR for
cheating
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Jamshedpur: Police have
lodged an FIR against sitting
Jama MLA and JMM chief
Shibu Soren’s daughter-in-
law Sita Soren under section
420 of CRPC based on a com-
plaint by her business partner
whohasaccusedherof forging
his signature to appoint two
directors in their companies
without his knowledge.

The complainant, Vinay
Kumar Mangalam, who is a
partner with Sita in Galudih
Inn Private Limited and Chot-
tanagpur Roadlines Private
Limited,hasalleged thathe re-
alised in October 2018 that two
persons had been appointed
directors in the firms without
his knowledge even though it
was he who had single-hand-
edly cleared outstanding dues
to the tune of Rs 1.13-crore.

Mangalam, a resident of
Astha Hi-Tech Society,
Sonari, has claimed that the
new directors were appointed
after his signaturewas forged.

“I had approachedGaludih
OC Sudhanshu Kumar in Oc-
tober2018.Buthehadaskedus
to settle the mater mutually.
Since nothing happened, I
filed a petition at Ghatshila
court on December 17, 2018
and on the directive of Ghat-
shila court the Galudih thana
lodged an FIR today (Wednes-
day),”Mangalam said.

Sita Soren, who is wife of
late Durga Soren, the eldest
son of Shibu Soren, dismissed
the accusations as false.

“These are baseless
charges. The partner was not
able to clear the loan and gave
us in writing, expressing his
desire to resign as director.
Nowwhen we have appointed
new directors who cleared the
dues, the partner is resorting
to such tricks. We have evi-
dence andwill present it when
required,” she said.

Galudih OC Sudhanshu
Kumar said, “Now that an FIR
has been lodged for cheating,
wewill investigate the case.”

Annual e-KYC to renew ration cards
OURSPECIAL
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Jamshedpur: Come March,
rationcards inJharkhandwill
be renewed annually, instead
of once ina lifetime, throughe-
KYC for extra transparency.

State food and civil suppl-
iesminister SaryuRoy, speak-
ing to reporters at Circuit Ho-
use here on Wednesday, said
the know your customer pro-
cesswould be phase-wise.

“It will be similar to KYC
verification done by banks.
Beneficiaries will have to go to
PDS dealers once a year for
recording biometric details for
renewal. Thiswill stem irregu-
larities and lead to deletion of

namesof beneficiarieswhoare
either dead or have migrated
to other states,”he said.

e-KYC facilitates comple-
tion of the know your cus-
tomer process online, elimi-
nating the need to fill up forms
and submit documents physi-
cally. The main objective of e-
KYC is to register the cus-
tomer with least amount of
paperworkand in the shortest
possible time.

Under the National Food
Security Act, nearly 2.64 crore
people in the state are provid-
ed subsidised food grains.

Roy, who had a meeting
with Union food and public di-
stributionminister RamVilas
Paswan inDecember lastyear,

said he had requested the lat-
ter to direct Food Corporation
of India (FCI) to make sealed
food grain packets of 5kg, 10kg
and 30kg at its godowns.

“This will minimise
complaints of siphoning off of
food grains by PDS dealers,”
he said, adding that Paswan
had promised to broach the

matterwith FCI.
Roy said he had written to

thechiefminister last yearand
also reminded him during the
cabinet meeting on Sunday
about giving bonus to farmers
for every quintal of paddy. “I
had suggested to the CM that a
bonus of Rs 200 be given to
farmers on every quintal of
paddy purchased by the gov-
ernment. This will offer relief
to farmers and give impetus to
paddyprocurement.”

On aDecember 29 news re-
port that seven PDS dealers
had been arrested for alleged-
ly procuring SIM cards based
on Aadhaar details of unsus-
pecting villagers to siphon off
food grains, the minister

claimed only fourwere actual-
ly licensed dealers.

“Besides, it was a case of
cyber fraud and not a PDS
scam. Our department, along
with NIC (National Informat-
ics Centre), is examining the
records of 194 PDS dealers in
East Singhbhum. As many as
111 have supplied details of
grain distribution and mobile
numbers of beneficiaries. The
department will check if the
beneficiaries are bona fide,”
Roy said.

The minister, who is an
MLA from Jamshedpur West
constituency, added that simi-
lar exercises were being done
throughout the state to curb
corruption.

CM inspects
new township
OURCORRESPONDENT

Ranchi: Chief minister
Raghubar Das onWednesday
inspected an under-construc-
tion township at Naiyadih lo-
cality in Deoghar meant for
families whose land was ac-
quired for the construction of
theDeoghar airport.

Das also laid the founda-
tion stone of infrastructure
projects worth Rs 81.33 crore
for the township, including
children’s park and health,
community and skill develop-
ment centres.

“We have brought a key
change is land acquisition and
rehabilitation policy. The gov-
ernment tookapolicydecision
to rehabilitate first and ac-
quire later. The land and rev-
enue department has been
given clear instruction on
speedy disbursal of compensa-
tion and provision of land to
the affected families so that
they are not displaced,” the
CMsaid told the gathering.

TheCMsaid theunder-con-
struction township would also
have school andhospital.

“Residents of Jharkhand
have suffered pain of displace-
ment. In Ranchi, too, land was
acquired for the construction
of a new building of Jhark-
hand Assembly. But the gov-
ernment ensured that the af-
fected families got house and
other facilities,”Das said.

The government had ac-
quired around 650 acres for
the construction of Deoghar
airport.As many as 508 had to
give up their land and the gov-
ernment had to pay Rs 400

crore in compensation.
For the township, the state

government has earmarked 30
acres. The landlosers were
provided 700 square feet land
for free besides Rs 10 lakh to
build a house. Ten acres in the
township have been dedicated
for the construction of public
utility buildings.

“Deoghar is on its way to
becoming an international
town. Development of Santhal
Pargana is our top priority.
Ganga flows through Santhal
Pargana where the govern-
ment is developing infrastruc-
ture for water transport. An
engineering college in De-
ogharwill soonbe started.The
government has planned to
open engineering colleges
in everydistrict,” theCM said.

He said the government
was working on a plan to
draw water from the Ganga
and supply it Santhal Pargana
districts.

The CM later visited
Madhupur to inaugurate
MadhupurMahotsava.

RAISING AWARENESS: Students takepart in anoil andgas conservation rally inRanchi onWednesday. (PrashantMitra)

Shah sets Godda date
OURCORRESPONDENT

Ranchi: BJP national presi-
dent Amit Shah is scheduled
tovisitGoddaonJanuary 19 to
address party workers and
suggest ways to counter disin-
formation campaign by the
Opposition parties.

Addressing a newsmeet at
the party headquarters on
Wednesday, Jharkhand BJP
president Laxman Gilua said
Shah’s visit was part of elec-
tion preparations.

“Shahwilladdressagather-
ingofover35,000partyworkers
from Dumka, Rajmahal and
Godda. He will get their feed-
back on ways to showcase the

steps taken by the Narendra
Modi government for the wel-
fare of the farmers and the
poor,”Giluasaid.

Gilua claimed the Modi
governmentwas committed to
doubling the income of farm-
ers by 2022. “We are confident
that the BJPwill win all the 14
seats in the next election.”

The BJP had won 12 out of
the 14 parliamentary seats in
Jharkhand in 2014.

Gilua said meetings would
be held in Dhanbad, Kolhan,
Khunti and Palamau to en-
thuse partyworkers.

The BJP has strategically
chose Godda to kickstart the
mobilisation programme be-

cause the district had seen
protests by farmers against
land acquisition for the Adani
power project.

Sources said the BJP had
sensed that the Opposition
parties would use Godda as an

example to portray the
Raghubar Das government as
anti-tribal and anti-farmer.

“We will foil the Opposi-
tion’s strategy. Wait for the
Godda meeting to see how we
unveil our plan. The Congress
fooled farmers in Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh with loan waivers,
which can’t give even tempo-
rary relief to farmers,” a sen-
iorBJP leader said.

He said the BJP govern-
ment in Jharkhand had
launched Mukhyamantri Kr-
ishiAshirvadYojanawhereRs
5,000 per acre would be trans-
ferred to the account of farm-
ers as economic assistance.

LaxmanGilua inRanchi on
Wednesday. (PrashantMitra)

Midday meal egg
curbs anger activists

‘GOVT NEEDS TO HIKE ALLOCATION’

NUTRITION WATCH: Students of a governmentmiddle school inMorabadi,
Ranchi, enjoy eggs as part of theirmiddaymeal.Telegraph picture

ACHINTYAGANGULY

Ranchi:The Jharkhandunit
of Right to FoodCampaign on
Wednesday issued a state-
ment protesting against the
state cabinet’s decision to cur-
tail the supply of eggs formid-
daymeals in schools.

In itsmeeting on January
13, the cabinet decided to in-
crease the price of eggs from
Rs 4 toRs 6 apiece and re-
duced the servings of eggs
from3 to 2 perweek in
government schools.

“Instead of increasing the
total budget commensurately
with the cost of eggs, the gov-
ernment has decided to serve
one less egg per child,” the
Right to FoodCampaign said.

A.P. Singh, principal sec-
retary in the state primary ed-
ucation and literacy depart-
ment, said serving eggs in
mid-daymealswas not
mandatory. “The state gov-
ernment is doing it of its own
accord,”he added.

State convenerofRight to
FoodCampaignAshrafiNand
Prasadsaid12 states in thecou-
ntrywere servingeggs inmid-
daymeals to ensurebetternut-
rition for childrenanddescr-
ibed theactas“noteworthy”.

According toNational
FamilyHealth Survey-4, con-
ducted during 2015-16, 47.8 per
cent children below five years
in Jharkhandwere found to
be underweight compared
with 35.7 per cent across the
country, Prasad reminded.

“In a statewhere nearly
half of the children below five
years are underweight, nutri-
tion should have been given
priority and total number of
eggs inmid-daymeals should
not have been reduced at all,”
Prasad said, adding that
AndhraPradesh andTamil
Nadu provide eggs five days
perweek to students.

He said the government
should increase the number
of eggs to six perweek.

“The state government

should have increased the
budget allocation instead of
cutting downon the number
of eggs,”NREGAWatch con-
vener JamesHerenj said,
adding that this reflected the
government’s insensitivity to-
wards children’s issues.

Herenj said the state could
have raised the budget alloca-
tion at a time itwas spending
crores in holding summits
and branding exercises.

“Supply of eggs to angan-
wadi centres has also taken
ahit.Wehavewritten to the
chiefminister onTuesday,
requesting him to take correc-
tivemeasures,”Prasad said.

He said the contractor en-
trustedwith the jobwas pro-
viding poor quality of eggs.

“Besides the supply is
irregular andnot done on
doorstep,”he added. Prasad
said they hadurged theCM
to terminate the contract
andmake fresh arrangements
for supply of eggs to
anganwadi centres.

Affluent
schoolkids
gift rotis in
life lesson

Foodand civil suppliesminister SaryuRoy (centre) addresses
themedia inJamshedpuronWednesday. (Bhola Prasad)

Chief ministerRaghubar
Das atMadhupur inDeoghar
onWednesday.Telegraph picture

Injured
rebels

■ DUMKA: Police on
Wednesday claimed some
Maoistswere injured in
an encounter three days
ago at Chhatupara forest
inDumkawhere dreaded
rebel ShahdeoRai alias
Talawas gunned down.
Police said the injured
were getting treatment at
a secret location inBurd-
wan inBengal.

Toilet glory
■ RANCHI: Hazaribaghand
Lohardagahavemade it to
the list of top10districts in
thecountry for theirout-
standingperformance in
the fortnight longcleanli-
nessandsanitationdrive
organisedonoccasionof
WorldToiletDayonNo-
vember19.

Jawanhurt
■ JAMSHEDPUR: ACoBRA-
jawan, identifiedasVish-
ramLal,was injured ina
gunbattlewithMaoists
Lanji Pahadi forest on the
border of Seraikela-Khar-
sawanandKhunti on
Wednesday.Lalwasair-
lifted toMedicaHospital
inRanchiwherehis con-
dition is said tobe critical.

Protest
■ RANCHI: Officials of
JharkhandAdministra-
tive Services onWednes-
daywore a black badge to
draw the government’s
attention to their demand
to implement the Fitment
committee report to clear
their promotions. The
symbolic protestwill con-
tinue till January 20.

Landmineblast
■ LOHARDAGA: Twovil-
lagerswere injured in a
landmine blast onTues-
day evening at Sanai-
Birni locality in Loharda-
ga and rushed toRIMS.

Kidnaparrest
■ BOKARO: Threepersons
werearrestedonWed-
nesday for allegedly ab-
ductingoneHaradhan
Dutta for ransomat
Balidih.Dutta somehow
managed to flee.
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